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The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

With respect to independent claim 1, the prior art of record 
fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of 
an information processing system which includes a server and one 
or more information processing apparatuses and enables the 
information processing apparatuses to purchase rights to decrypt 
and use encrypted information, including: first preparation means, 
located at the server, for preparing a first usage control status 
which identifies first usage details describing purchased rights 
and pricing details corresponding to said first usage details; 
storage means for storing, located at the server, said encrypted 
information, said first usage control status, a usage control 
policy that contains a second use type that describes rights 
available for purchase at a subsequent time based on the first 
usage details of said purchased rights, price tags that contain 
pricing details corresponding to second usage details, and a key 
needed to decrypt said encrypted information; and second 
preparation means, located at the server, for preparing a second 
usage control status that identities said second usage details and 
pricing details corresponding to said second usage details, based 
on said usage control policy and said price tags, when rights are 
purchased again by said one or more information processing 
apparatuses; wherein said encrypted information is accessed, at a 
first information processing apparatus, for a first pre- selected 
period of time, as a function of said purchased rights and usage 
control policy, wherein said encrypted information is accessed, by 
a second information processing apparatus, using ' second rights, 
for a second pre- selected period of time, wherein the second 
information processing apparatus accesses said encrypted 
information independent of a connection to the first information 
processing apparatus, wherein the first usage control status and 
the second usage control status includes at least system 
registration information: and wherein the system registration 
information includes at least an equipment number, a settlement 
number, account-settling user information, subordinate user 
information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. 
With respect to independent claim 4, the prior art of record fails 
to anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
information processing method for providing rights to encrypted 
information to one or more information processing apparatuses, 
including the steps of: preparing a first usage control status, at 
a server location, which identifies first usage details describing 
purchased rights and pricing details corresponding to said first 
usage details, for use by a first information processing 
apparatus; storing said encrypted information, at the server 
location, said first usage control status, a usage control policy 
that contains a second use type that describes rights that can be 
purchased again based on said purchased rights, price tags that 
contain pricing details corresponding to second usage details, and 
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a key needed to decrypt said encrypted information; preparing a 
second usage control status, at the server location, that 
identities said second usage details and said pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage 
control policy and said price tags, when rights are purchased 
again through a second information processing apparatus; and a 
first access step of accessing said encrypted information, for a 
first pre-selected period of time, at the first information 
processing apparatus, as a function of said purchased rights and 
usage control policy; and a second access step of subsequently 
accessing said encrypted information, for a second pre-selected 
period of time, at the second information processing apparatus, 
independent of a connection to the first information processing 
apparatus, wherein the first usage control status and the second 
usage control status includes at least system registration 
information; and wherein the system registration information 
includes at least an equipment number, a settlement number, 
account-settling user information, subordinate user information, 
and use point information in the manner and complexity explicitly 
recited in the claims of the invention. With respect to 
independent claim 5, the prior art of record fails to anticipate 
or render obvious the claimed combination of a providing medium, 
which provides a computer- readable program for executing a process 
at a server apparatus which is connected to one or more other 
information processing apparatus, which purchases rights to 
decrypt and use encrypted information, comprising the steps of: a 
first preparation step, at the server apparatus, of preparing a 
first usage control status which identities first usage details 
describing purchased rights and pricing details corresponding to 
said first usage details; a storage step of storing, at the 
server, said encrypted information, said first usage control 
status, a usage control policy that, contains a second use type 
that describes rights that can be purchased again based on details 
of said purchased rights, price tags that contain pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, and a key needed to 
decrypt said encrypted information; a second preparation step of 
preparing, at the server, a second usage control status that 
identifies said second usage details and said pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage 
control policy and said price tags, when rights are purchased 
again through said one or more other information processing 
apparatuses; a first access step of accessing, at a first 
information processing apparatus, said encrypted information, for 
a first pre-selected period of time, as a function of said 
purchased rights and usage control policy; and a second access 
step of subsequently accessing, at a second information processing 
apparatus, said encrypted information, for a second pre-selected 
period of time, independent of a connection to the first 
information processing apparatus, wherein the first usage control 
status and the second usage control status includes at least 
system registration information; and wherein the system 
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registration information includes at least an equipment number, a 
settlement number, account-settling user information, subordinate 
user information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 6, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of a first 
information processing apparatus, which is connected to one or 
more second information processing apparatuses and which purchases 
rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, including: 
receiving means for receiving, at a first information processing 
apparatus, said encrypted information, a key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information, and usage control status which 
identifies first usage details describing first purchase rights as 
well as first pricing details corresponding to said first usage 
details, wherein said receiving means receives second usage 
details describing second purchase rights and second pricing 
details corresponding to said second usage details; wherein said 
encrypted information is accessed, for a first pre-selected period 
of time, as a function of said purchased rights and usage control 
policy, by the first information processing apparatus; wherein 
said encrypted information is accessed, for a second pre-selected 
period of time, at one of more second information processing 
apparatus, independent of a connection to the first information 
processing apparatus, wherein the first usage control status and 
the second usage control status includes at least system 
registration information; and wherein the system registration 
information includes at least an equipment number, a settlement 
number, account-settling user information, subordinate user 
information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 7, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
information processing method for a first information processing 
apparatus which is connected to one or more second information 
processing apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, including the steps of: a receiving 
step of receiving, at the first information processing apparatus, 
said encrypted information, a key needed to decrypt said encrypted 
information, and a usage control status which identifies first 
usage details describing first purchase rights as well as first 
pricing details corresponding to said first usage details, wherein 
said receiving step receives second usage details describing 
second purchase rights and second pricing details; a first access 
step of accessing, at the first information processing apparatus, 
said encrypted information, for a first pre-selected period of 
time, as a function of said purchased rights and usage control 
policy; and a second access step of subsequently accessing, at one 
or more second information processing apparatus, said encrypted 
information, for a second pre-selected period of times, wherein 
the usage control status includes at least system registration 
information; and wherein the system registration information 
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includes at least an equipment number, a settlement number, 
account-settling user information, subordinate user information, 
and use point information in the manner and complexity explicitly 
recited in the claims of the invention. With respect to 
independent claim 8, the prior art of record fails to anticipate 
or render obvious the claimed combination of a providing medium, 
which provides a computer- readable program for executing a process 
to a first information processing apparatus which is connected to 
one or more second information processing apparatuses and which 
purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, 
including the steps of: a receiving step of receiving, at the 
first information processing apparatus, said encrypted 
information, a key needed to decrypt said encrypted information, 
and usage control status which identifies first usage details 
describing first purchased rights as well as first pricing 
details corresponding to said first usage details, wherein said 
receiving step receives second usage details describing second 
purchase rights and second pricing details; a first access step of 
accessing said encrypted information, at the first information 
processing apparatus, for a first pre- selected period of time, as 
a function of said purchased rights and usage control policy; and 
a second access step of subsequently accessing said encrypted 
information, at one or more second information processing 
apparatus, for a second pre -selected period of time, independent 
of a connection to the first information processing apparatus, 
wherein the usage control status includes at least system 
registration information; and wherein the system registration 
information includes at least an equipment number, a settlement 
number, account-settling user information, subordinate user 
information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 9, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
information processing system that enables the purchase of rights 
to decrypt and use encrypted information, including; storage means 
for storing said encrypted information, at a second location, a 
usage control policy that contains usage details that describe 
purchasable rights, price tags that contain pricing details 
corresponding to said usage details, and a key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information; and preparation means for preparing, 
at the server location, a usage control status which identifies 
said usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said 
usage details, based on said usage control policy and said price 
tags stored on said storage means; wherein said encrypted 
information is accessed, at a first information processing 
apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time, as a function 
of said purchased rights and usage control policy, and wherein 
said encrypted information is accessed, at a second information 
processing apparatus, for a second pre-selected period of time, 
independent of a connection to the first information processing 
apparatus, wherein the usage control status includes at least 
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system registration information; and wherein the system 
registration information includes at least an equipment number, a 
settlement number, account-settling user information, subordinate 
user information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 10, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
information processing method for purchasing rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, including the steps of: a storage step 
of storing at a server location, said encrypted information, a 
usage control policy that contains usage details that describe 
purchasable rights, price tags that contain pricing details 
corresponding to said usage details, and a key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information; a preparation step of preparing, at 
the server location, a usage control status which identifies said 
usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said usage 
details, based or said usage control policy and said price tags 
stored during said storage step; a first access step of accessing 
said encrypted information, at a first information processing 
apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time, as a function 
of said purchased rights and usage control policy; and a second 
access step of subsequently accessing said encrypted information, 
at a second information processing apparatus, for a second pre- 
selected period of time, independent of a connection to the first 
information processing apparatus, wherein the usage control status 
includes at least system registration information; and wherein the 
system registration information includes at least an equipment 
number, a settlement number, account-settling user information, 
subordinate user information, and use point information in the 
manner and complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the 
invention. With respect to independent claim 11, the prior art of 
record fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed 
combination of a providing medium, which provides a computer- 
readable program for executing a process to purchase rights to 
decrypt and use encrypted information, including : a storage step 
of storing, at a server location, said encrypted information, a 
usage control policy that contains usage details that describe 
purchasable rights, price tags that contain pricing details 
corresponding to said usage details, and a key needed to decrypt 
said encrypted information; a preparation step of preparing, at 
the server location, a usage control status which identifies said 
usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said usage 
details, based on said usage control policy and said price tags 
stored during said storage step; a first access step of accessing 
said encrypted information, at a first information processing 
apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time, as a function 
of said purchased rights and usage control policy; and a second 
access step of subsequently accessing said encrypted information, 
at a second information processing apparatus, for a second pre- 
selected period of time, independent of a connection to the first 
information processing apparatus, wherein the usage control status 
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includes at least system registration information; and wherein the 
system registration information includes at least an equipment 
number, a settlement number, account-settling user information, 
subordinate user information, and use point information in the 
manner and complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the 
invention. With respect to independent claim 12, the prior art of 
record fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed 
combination of an information processing apparatus, which 
includes a server connected to one or more information processing 
apparatuses and which purchases rights to decrypt and use 
encrypted information, including: receiving means for receiving, 
at the server location, said encrypted information, a key adapted 
to decrypt said encrypted information, and a first usage control 
status which identifies a first use type describing predetermined 
rights and pricing details corresponding to said first use type; 
storage means for storing, at the server location, a usage control 
policy that contains second usage details that describe lights 
that can be purchased again based on said first usage control 
status and price tags that contain pricing details corresponding 
to said second usage details; and first preparation means for 
preparing, at the server location, a second usage control status 
which identifies said second usage details and pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage 
control policy and said price tags stored by said storage means; 
wherein said encrypted information is accessed, for a first pre- 
selected period of time, at the first information processing 
apparatus, as a function of said purchased rights and usage 
control policy; wherein said encrypted information is accessed, 
for a second pre-selected period of time, at a second information 
processing apparatus, independent of a connection to the first 
information processing apparatus; wherein the first usage control 
status and the second usage control status includes at least 
system registration information; and wherein the system 
registration information includes at least an equipment number, a 
settlement number, account -sett ling user information, subordinate 
user information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 14, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
information processing method for purchasing rights to decrypt and 
use encrypted information, including : a receiving step of 
receiving, at a server location, said encrypted information, a 
key adapted to decrypt said encrypted information, and a usage 
control status which identifies a first use type describing 
predetermined rights and pricing details corresponding to said 
first use type; a storage step of storing a usage control policy, 
at the server location, that contains second usage details that 
describe rights that can be purchased again based on said first 
use type and price tags that contain pricing details corresponding 
to said second usage details; a first preparation step of 
preparing, at the server location, a second usage control status 
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which identifies said second usage details and pricing details 
corresponding to said second usage details, based on said usage 
control policy and said price tags stored during said storage 
step; a first access step of accessing said encrypted information, 
at a first information processing apparatus, for a first pre- 
selected period of time, as a function of said purchased rights 
and usage control policy; a second access step of subsequently 
accessing said encrypted information, at a second information 
processing apparatus, for a second pre-selected period of time, 
independent of a connection to the first information processing 
apparatus, wherein the first usage control status and the second 
usage control status includes at least system registration 
information; and wherein the system registration information 
includes at least an equipment number, a settlement number, 
account -settling user information, a subordinate user information, 
and use point information in the manner and complexity explicitly 
recited in the claims of the invention. With respect to 
independent claim 15, the prior art of record fails to anticipate 
or render obvious the claimed combination of a providing medium, 
which provides a computer- readable program for executing a process 
to a first information processing apparatus which is connected to 
one or more second information processing apparatuses and which 
purchases rights to decrypt and use encrypted information, 
including : a receiving step of receiving, at a server location, 
said encrypted information, a key adapted to decrypt said 
encrypted information, and a first usage control status which 
identifies a first use type describing predetermined rights and 
pricing details corresponding to said first use type; a storage 
step of storing, at the server location, a usage control policy 
that contains second usage details that describe rights that can 
be purchased again based on said first use type, and price tags 
that contain pricing details corresponding to said second usage 
details; a first preparation step of preparing, at the server 
location, a second usage control status which identifies said 
second usage details and the pricing details corresponding to said 
second usage details, based on said usage control policy and said 
price tags stored during said storage step; a first access step of 
accessing said encrypted information, at a first information 
processing apparatus, for a first pre-selected period of time, as 
a function of said purchased rights and usage control policy; and 
a second access step of subsequently accessing said encrypted 
information, at a second information processing apparatus, for a 
second pre-selected period of time, independent of a connection to 
the first information processing apparatus; wherein the first 
usage control status and the second usage control status includes 
at least system registration information; and wherein the system 
registration information includes at least an equipment number, a 
settlement number, account -settling user information, subordinate 
user information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. 
With respect to independent claim 16, the prior art of record 
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fails to anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of a 
computer- readable medium, storing program code for a method, for 
modifying a price associated with content, the program code when 
executed causes a processor to perform a process including : 
providing a first price associated with particular content; 
utilizing, at a first occurrence, at least a portion of the 
particular content at one or more reception locations, for a first 
pre-selected period of time; providing a second price associated 
with the particular content as a function of the utilizing step; 
utilizing, at a second occurrence, at least a portion of the 
particular content at one or more reception locations, the second 
utilization being for a second pre-selected period of time, and 
independent of a connection to one or more reception locations; 
generating billing information as a function of the first price 
and the second price; and determining a fee for the particular 
content based on the billing information; wherein the first usage 
control status and the second usage control status includes at 
least system registration information; and wherein the system 
registration information includes at least an equipment number, a 
settlement number, account -settling user information, subordinate 
user information, and use point information in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention. With 
respect to independent claim 19, the prior art of record fails to 
anticipate or render obvious the claimed combination of an 
apparatus for modifying a price associated with content including: 
means for providing a first price associated with particular 
content; means for utilizing, at a first occurrence, at least a 
portion of the particular content at one or more reception 
locations; means for providing a second price associated with the 
particular content as a function of the means for utilizing; 
means for utilizing, at a second occurrence, at least a portion of 
the particular content at one or more reception locations; wherein 
said encrypted information is accessed for a first pre-selected 
period of time, at a first reception location, as a function of 
said purchased rights and usage control policy, wherein said 
encrypted information is accessed, at a second reception location, 
for a second pre-selected period of time, independent of a 
connection to one or more information processing apparatus; 
wherein the first usage control status and the second usage 
control status includes at least system registration information, 
wherein the system registration information includes at least an 
equipment number, a settlement number, account -settling user 
information, subordinate user information, and use point 
information,*, and means for generating billing information as a 
function of the first price and the second price in the manner and 
complexity explicitly recited in the claims of the invention 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee and to avoid 
processing delays should preferably accompany the Issue Fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled Comments on Statement of 
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Reasons for Allowance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should 
be directed to Salvatore Cangialosi at telephone number (571) 272- 
6927. The examiner can normally be reached 6:30 Am to 5:00 PM, 
Tuesday through Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James 
Trammell, can be reached at (571) 272-6712. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



or faxed to (571)873-9300 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Technology Center 3600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3600. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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